2017 Annual Report

67th Annual Best of Show
“Reaching for the Light” – Guy Magallanes

The Year in Review
Fiscal Year 2017 – February 1, 2017 – January 31, 2018
The primary purpose of the Society of Western Artists is to give instruction in and to
promote and encourage the production, cultivation, exhibition and dissemination of
Fine Art.
Demonstrations – San Francisco Chapter

February 2017 – Richard Becker – Slow Drying OPEN Acrylics Seascape
Richard is an American painter and historical artist. He
studied at the SF Academy of Art and has become one of
San Francisco Bay Area’s renowned painters. For over 20
years, he's been teaching watercolor, acrylics, life drawing,
landscape painting, illustration, graphic Story telling,
fantasy illustration, and cartooning. In the mid-ninety's, he
was commissioned to do works for the History channel and
A&E television. His landscapes have been on display at
Gamble Gardens and the Los Altos Art Gallery. Visit his
work on his Facebook page: Richard Becker Art and
Illustration.

“Watery Rocks” – Richard Becker

March 2017 – Helen Scheel – Pastel Still Life with Fruit & Flowers
An artist's creation is a very personal
experience. How that art touches others is
dependent on certain fundamentals.
Through composition, technique and
knowledge of materials, a communication
with the viewer develops. Some works
exhibit colorful harmonies while others tell
a story with line and value change.
Whether realistic or abstract, the work
should convey the artist's conviction of
what they want to express. Originality and
artistic presentation complete the dialog
with the viewer.

April 2017 – Jim Gleeson – Abstract figure Painting in Watercolor

Jim Gleeson is a San Francisco based artist and teacher.
Known for brightly colored images of San Francisco that are
popular with locals and visitors alike, Jim is expanding his
visual lexicon. The new work featured on this site is a
departure from realism. The work is bold and brightly
colored but much more abstract and painterly in nature.
Inspired by the artists Richard Diebenkorn, David Park as
well as local artist Henry Jackson Jim is venturing into the
world of Fine Art that is based on developing a personal
style. Drawing on his experience as a successful artist
http://www.jimgleeson.com/

May 2017 – Myrna Wacknov – Using Technology to Enhance Your Photos for Painting

Myrna Wacknov will introduce you to several apps for your smart phone, iPad, tablet or laptop, to alter and
manipulate your photos. The ideas and techniques you will learn can be applied to any subject. These digital tools
will not only give you different ways to work with your photos and images but also spark your imagination and
invigorate your style and vision.
Myrna is a Signature Member in the American Watercolor Society, National Watercolor Society, the California
Watercolor Society, the San Diego Watercolor Society and the Rocky Mountain National Watermedia. Myrna has
been included in and received awards in many national watercolor competitions. View her work at:
myrnawacknov.com

June 2017 – Ann McMillan – Color Theory in Painting
Ann McMillan is an abstract and landscape painter, and art
instructor in Northern California. Ann McMillan began oil
painting in 1997 after studying drawing, science illustration
and watercolor painting since childhood. Ann studies the
interaction of light and color in the tradition of California
Impressionism. Ann always looks for strong and unusual
compositions and color combinations. She creates art that
reflects the vibrancy of nature and her love of close
observation of the landscape.

“Jughandle Beach” – Ann McMillan

September 2017 – Laurie Johnson – Oil Portrait Painting

At the age of 12, Laurie’s father introduced her to the
wonderful world of drawing and painting by sending her to
the Ogelbay Art Institute in Wheeling, West Virginia. It was
there that she became addicted to that wonderful smell of
oil paints, wet watercolor paper and turpentine. “If I walk
into a studio anywhere in the world, and smell those
smells, I know I’m home and in the company of friends.”
Laurie now paints at the Redwood City Art Center teaching
oil painting classes on the weekends and at Filoli mansion,
Woodside, CA

October 2017 – Donald Neff – How to Paint a Snow Scene in Oil
"I paint the places I love to be. I paint the freshness of eternal nature,
icy lucid streams, thunderous waterfalls, and soaring granite crests
over silent lakes. I paint the descriptions of John Muir, the echoes of
Ansel Adams, the American West of Albert Bierstadt and Thomas
Moran. I paint luminosity filtering through the landscape, reaching to
the foundation of a stream, bouncing off rocks, and illuminating the
shadows. Using oil and acrylic, painting realistically is merely my means
to an end. I want the viewer to connect with the places I love to be. I
hope the observer will want to walk right into my painting and maybe
even drop a line in the water to catch a trout.”

November 2017 – Rebecca Alex – Encaustic Wax Painting

My work is about yearning: yearning for the ineffable, for
presence, for relationship. I long to realize what I only intuit
is beyond the veil of appearances. My work is the part of
me that gropes for and sometimes dances around the
unfathomable toward an unfolding place where polarities
create a moment of singularity.

January 2018 – Jim Smyth – Color Theory and Painting
Jim has studied at the Academia de Belle Arti in Fiorenza,
Italy, Ecole des BeauxArts in Geneva, New York Academy
and the Art Students league. He is also a graduate from UC
Berkeley with a degree in Fine Art. Although academically
trained, Jim practices and teaches a more impressionistic
style of painting, focusing on Alla Prima technique. He is
particularly knowledgeable about drawing, perspective,
color theory and the human figure, his passion. When not
in Provence, Jim teaches intensely in art schools, art
centers and several colleges in the Bay Area. He is a
beloved instructor and his classes fill in quickly as he is as
compassionate as he is knowledgeable.

Demonstrations – San Joaquin Chapter
February 2017 – Paint-In at the Door Gallery

March and April 2017 – Phil Johnson – Art History
Gentileschi
Fresno City College Art History
professor Phil Johnson
presented slide presentation in
March on High Renaissance to
Baroque art. In April, Phil
covered Renaissance in Holland
and Italy.

Vermeer

Caravaggio

October 2017 – Steve Austin – Illustration & Cartooning

Steve Austin has spent his life illustrating and cartooning
for magazines and newspapers.

September 2017 – Paint-In at the Door Gallery

Workshops – San Francisco Chapter

April 2017 - Ron Andrews – 2 Day Abstracted Contemporary Landscape Workshop
Learn to create abstract paintings using
watermedia on paper.
Using a
multistep/multilayer technique, this
style will emphasize spontaneity and
painterly techniques.
Composition,
shapes, values, color, texture and other
design elements will be taught. Water
Media will include watercolor, acrylic
gesso
and
gouache.
www.ronsartgallery.com

August 2017 – Clark Mitchell – 2 Day Pastel Landscape Painting

Learn how to create strong paintings through sketching,
dynamic underpaintings, use of rich color – stressing high
contrast in value, shape, color temperature, texture and
detail.

Member Exhibits

Member Exhibits - May - June 2017 – San Joaquin Chapter Spring Annual

Member Exhibits – Ziveli Winery of Fresno

In attempts to develop exhibits in non-gallery settings, Ziveli Winery of Fresno partnered with SWA in the month of June. Our
intentions were to get public notice and recruit new members. Five new members were enrolled during this exhibition.

SWA is on YouTube
SWA now has its own YouTube channel with short videos of some of our past artist demonstrations. To find the channel, type
Society of Western Artists in the YouTube search and you’ll see the videos completed so far. Please subscribe to our channel and
you’ll be notified when a new video is uploaded.

Society of Western Artists
4 subscribers 7 videos
The SOCIETY OF WESTERN ARTISTS, a non-profit arts society is dedicated to art shows and art
education. Members of SWA are ...

Society of Western Artists presents Donald Neff, Snow Scene in Oils
Painter Donald Neff demonstrates his techniques for painting a snowy landscape in oils at the
Society of Western Artists in San ...

Society of Western Artists presents Joyce Barron Leopardo, SWA - Abstract Painting in
Watercolor
Joyce Barron Leopardo demonstrates her techniques for creating an abstract painting with
watercolor at the Society of Western ...

Society of Western Artists presents Laurie Johnson Lepkowska - a Portrait Painting
Demonstration
Laurie Johnson Lepkowska Portrait Painting in Oils - Demonstration at Society of Western
Artists September 2017.

Society of Western Artists presents Helen Scheel, Pastel Painting Demonstration
Pastel painting techniques at Society of Western Artists' monthly artist demonstration.

About the Society of Western Artists, a non-profit arts society in San Bruno, CA
A non-profit art education society for artists and non-artists provides art
exhibitions/competitions, artist demonstrations and art ...

Society of Western Artists presents Doug Dawson PSA, IAPS, Pastel Painting Workshop
Slideshow 2011
Society of Western Artists hosted Doug Dawson PSA-MP, IAPS for a 3-day pastel painting
workshop in 2011. Music credit: ...

Out in the Community
Mills High School Exhibit – March 22 – 30, 2017

Each year SWA hosts an exhibit for a local high school at our Art
Center in San Bruno. In 2017, the show was for Mills High School.

Pre-school visit to the Art Center – January 10, 2018

In January 2018, SWA opened the Art Center for
a visit by two groups of pre-school students from
nearby schools in San Bruno. The children were
able to view the art work and vote for their
favorites as well as do a coloring/sticker project.

High School Art Scholarships
In 2009, SWA received a donation from the Joseph and Helen Hakl Trust of $29,000. The funds were given on the
condition that the interest on the funds would be used to grant art scholarships for local high school seniors. Each
year SWA awards two art scholarships – one for a San Mateo County student and one for a Fresno area student. One
of the local high schools is chosen on a rotating basis and the school’s art teacher selects the deserving student.

Financial Summary
Year-end January 31, 2018
Income
Membership
Exhibits
Workshops
Donations
Building Rental
Misc
Building Fund
Totals

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

8,132
1,872
1,289
1,496
1,527
41
16,000
30,357

Expenses
Rent
Demonstrations
Phone & Utilities
Insurance
Office
Misc
Totals

$ 23,870
$ 1,335
$ 1,765
$ 500
$ 897
$ 721
$ 29,088

Assets
Building Fund
In 1968 SWA did an Analytical Report to explore the ability of SWA to purchase a building and consolidate the various
functions into a single location and formed a committee to look into the possibilities. In 1987 the membership
determined that the Building Fund donations and income from the Building Fund would not be sufficient in the near
future to acquire a building. It was the business judgement of the Society that in lieu of purchasing a building, a
portion of income from the fund could be used for rent on real property. The Building Fund cannot be used for other
purposes. Currently, the Building Fund is invested with Morgan Stanley.
The current value of the Building Fund as of January 31, 2018 is $195,641.68.

Memorial Fund
The Memorial Fund consists of many donations made to SWA to honor loved ones and to support future artists by
awarding prizes at SWA’s Annual Exhibit. Most of the donations specify that the prize money be taken from the
interest earned on the donated money, maintaining the principal. A few of the donations specify the type of award,
such as watercolor, oil or pastel.
These are the memorials:
Brooks, Gretzner, Langton – Albert D. Brooks, Harold Gretzer, Hubert J. Langton
Ellen Frank Chan, SWA
Marjorie Close
Marjorie Close Elliot
Margaret and Walter Keane
Margaret D. H. Keane (born Peggy Doris Hawkins,
September 15, 1927) is an American artist. Creator of the
Tom Leighton
"big-eyed waifs," Keane is famous for drawing paintings
Barbara Oglove
with big eyes. Age 90, currently living in Napa, CA.
Neva Rall
Cecelia Pollard
Cornelia Hanel Malley
Vickie Lavorini
Joan Lenfest (May 8, 1914 – July 19, 2005) Joan was born
in Chicago where she received her PhD at Loyola
Ed Hawkins
University, attended the Chicago Art Institute and Illinois
Joan Lenfest
Institute of Technology and San Francisco State University
Fischer Trust
when she moved to San Francisco in 1950. She was
affiliated with the Society of Western Artists, Marin
Moira Lukas
Society of Artists and the National League of American
Miscellaneous others
Pen Women.

The current value of the Memorial Fund as of January 31, 2018 is $ 164,409.03.
In addition to our Memorial Fund, we receive annual donations for our Annual Exhibit prizes to honor the following:
Anna Klumpke
Jade Fon
Chip Mar
Joyce Leopardo
David McKean

Anna Elizabeth Klumpke, (October 28, 1856 - February 9,
1942) was an American portrait and genre painter born in
San Francisco, California, United States. She is perhaps
best known for her portraits of famous women including
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Rosa Bonheur .
en.wikipedia.org

Board Members
During the Fiscal Year February 1, 2017 – January 31, 2018
Board of Trustees
President/Chairperson
Joyce Barron Leopardo
Vice-Chair
Judy Puccini
Secretary
Doris Guzman
Treasurer
Sharon Harris
San Joaquin Chapter
Dean Dallin
Dennis Lewis
San Francisco Chapter
Ann Basuino
Gerald Boyd
Sherry Vockel

San Francisco Chapter
Executive Board

San Joaquin Chapter
Executive Board

President
Carrie Drilling

President
Dean Dallin

1st Vice President
Ann Basuino

1st Vice-President
Jesus Sepulveda

2nd Vice President/Publicity
Judy Puccini

2nd Vice-President
Maxine Fargason

Secretary/Signature Awards
Doris Guzman

Secretary
Sherlee Rehart

Treasurer/Gallery Coordinator
Sharon Harris

Treasurer
Denise McGill

Webmaster
Barbara Todd

Program Chairman
Andrew Brazier

Demos/Workshops
Sherry Vockel

Publicity
Dennis Lewis

Bulletin
Laura Johnson

Sales Table
Sheryl Lewis

Membership
Loretta Hawkins

Hospitality
Lori Norman

Jim Stinger
Jane Presta
Laurie Rodriguez

